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Local Energy Scotland is a consortium of

Community and 

Renewable 

Energy Scheme 

(CARES)

About us – Local Energy Scotland



The Scottish Perspective

• Scottish Energy Policy

• Community Energy Policy

• The Support for Community Energy  - The CARES 

Scheme

• Project Case Studies



Scottish Energy Policy

• Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 - world 

leading targets for reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions across Scotland of 42 per cent 

against 1990 levels by 2020 and at least 80 per 

cent by 2050. 

• Surpassed its interim 2020 target of a 42 per 

cent reduction ahead of schedule 6 years early 

– 2014 emissions were 46% below 1990 levels.

• 2009 Scottish Government's Climate Change 

Delivery Plan sets out three transformational 

outcomes with respect to energy, which we 

continue to work toward



Scottish Energy Policy

• Largely decarbonised electricity 

generation sector by 2030

• Largely decarbonised heat sector 

by 2050 with significant progress 

by 2030; 

• Almost complete decarbonisation 

of road transport by 2050 with 

significant progress by 2030; 



Scotland's Renewable Energy Targets

• 100% electricity demand equivalent from renewables 

by 2020

• Interim target of 50% electricity demand equivalent 

from renewables by 2015  (has been met)

• 11% heat demand from renewables by 2020 (3.7% in 

2014)

• At least 30% overall energy demand from 

renewables by 2020 (13.1% in 2013)

• 500 MW community and locally-owned renewable 

energy by 2020 (met in Sept 2015)



The Rise of Renewables



Energy Consumption
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New, overarching energy strategy

Decarbonise energy system by 20501

Stable energy transition

• maintaining a varied energy supply

• short term plan, consistent with long-term needs



New, overarching energy strategy

2 System view - supply and use

• addressing Scotland’s supply and demand

• integrating our approach to heat, power and transport



New, overarching energy strategy

2 System view - Co-ordinated policy



New, overarching energy strategy

3 Localised approach to energy 
• Smart, integrated 

solutions, driving 

new economic 

opportunity

• Essential role of 

storage in this 

future

• Greater scope for 

community 

ownership – and a 

stronger community 

‘stake’

• Requires greater 

forward local 

planning

Already the reality in Scotland



Community Energy Policy

Scottish Government Community Energy Policy 

Statement published September 2015

• National policy statement demonstrates ambition to 

see Community Energy mainstreamed within a 

whole systems approach

• Opportunity for community ownership and control 

across the full range of components in the system: 

generating low carbon energy, improving energy 

efficiency, distributing energy and storing energy. 

• Encourage Scotland’s communities to grasp the 

opportunities of a whole systems approach to 

community energy and create local energy 

economies. 



The Scottish Government will 

publish a new Energy Strategy 

during 2017: one of the 3 themes 

will be to support a local approach.

Targets:

• 1GW target of community and 

locally owned by 2020 and 2GW by 

2030

• At least 50% of newly consented 

renewable energy projects to have 

an element of shared ownership by 

2020.

New Energy Strategy - Community 

Energy



Community and Renewable Energy 

Scheme (CARES)

• Designed to increase local benefit from renewable 

energy

• Set up in 2011 to meet the target of 500MW of 

Community and Locally Owned renewables by 

2020

• Provides 

• Advice and support. 

• Local Development Officers

• Grants and loans

• Support – Communities, rural businesses, local 

authorities, housing associations, charities etc.



Support Available Through CARES



Models of Community Energy



Supporting Communities

• Advice and support

• Initial grant up to £10k

• Early development loans up 

to £150k with write-off facility 



Shared Ownership

Neilston Community Wind 

Farm

Ardrishaig Community 

Trust

• CARES Support:

• Early grants up to £20k

• Easy access to professional advice via 

frameworks

• Loans to support share of 

development costs up to £150k



CARES – Supporting communities 

engaging with commercial developments

• Community Benefit Register 

• Good Practice Principles for 
Community Benefits.  

• Advice to communities



Innovation & Infrastructure Fund

Aim: to stimulate innovative approaches to unlock potential for local 

energy projects with a strong focus on community scale solutions. 

Projects can be pilots, feasibility activity, studies and guidance: 

• overcoming barriers relating to grid capacity issues;

• energy storage; 

• demand side and active network management;

• linking local energy demand with local renewable energy 

generation; 

• delivering renewable heat and electricity to local consumers; 

• addressing commercial and legal barriers to support the delivery of 

local energy; 

• energy masterplans to support a local planned energy system; 

• co-location/combining technologies, for example wind and solar; 

• business development / feasibility activity to support subsidy free 

role out of renewable energy; 



Local Energy Challenge Fund

Local Energy 

Challenge Fund: 

supports large-

scale local projects 

showing local 

energy economy 

approach linking 

local energy 

generation to local 

energy use. 

£20 Million Fund to support large scale demonstrator projects

ACCESS

Assisting Communities to Connect to Electric Sustainable 

Sources

Project lead: Community Energy Scotland

Project partners: Mull and Iona Community Trust, SSE Energy 

Supply Ltd, Element Energy, VCharge, SSE Home Services

Main technology: Smart storage heating

Grant awarded: £1,769,000

Project is to lay foundations for a cost-effective platform for 

enabling the real time matching of local electricity generation and 

local electricity demand at a distribution network level.

Will drive the development of financially viable grid connections for 

small scale generators in transmission constrained areas of the 

Scottish networks, and enable the supply of electricity from 

renewable sources directly to the heating needs of local 

consumers.



Community energy faces a number of barriers to its 

growth:

• Energy projects are often high capital cost and 

can be subject to delayed grid connection.

• The UK subsidy regime is currently under reform, 

creating uncertainty and new risks, particularly for 

smaller scale projects, and the impact of the 

recently announced changes to the Renewables 

Obligation for onshore wind projects and the 

Feed-in tariff Scheme have yet to be fully realised.

• In these circumstances, the challenge is to 

encourage Scotland’s communities to grasp the 

opportunities of a whole systems approach to 

community energy and create local energy 

economies. 

Community Energy Challenges



• 500 MW target met 5 years early

• The total value of the target for 500 MW of community and locally-owned 

energy by 2020 has been independently estimated at up to £2.2 billion over 

the operational lifetime of those projects

Community Energy Success

• £10 million of funding will be made available for community 

energy through the Community and Renewable Energy Scheme 

(CARES) which has helped so many communities invest in 

renewable energy already.

• The Government will also consult during 2017 on plans to deliver 

a Scottish Green Energy Bond and a possible government-

owned energy company, as part of new models of support for the 

growth of local, community-led energy



Case Study - Point & Sandwick 

Community Windfarm

• UK’s largest 100% owned community wind farm (9MW)

• Developed and owned by Point and Sandwick 

Development Trust (PSDT), a charity whose aim is to 

promote stronger communities and more employment 

opportunities in the districts of Point and Sandwick and 

throughout the Western Isles. 

• Reinvest 100% of the wind farm’s profits into a variety of 

community projects over the next 25 years. Average 

income to the community of £1m/yr for 25 years is 

expected.

• Secured £15m in funding from combination of, 

Santander, Big lottery and the Scottish Government 

Renewable Energy Investment Fund. 



Case Study - Point & Sandwick 

Community Windfarm

• The project also received a £150,000 

CARES preplanning loan to support project 

development.

• Project benefited from CARES investment 

Readiness support

• Community support and patience shown key 

aspect to bringing project to financial close.

• Underwent numerous community 

consultations in order to keep the 

community informed, as well as to gain 

useful input on the impact the windfarm will 

have.

• It was this dialogue and support that 

allowed the group to meet key targets, even 

though many delays.



Case Study - Neilston Joint Venture 

Wind Farm

OVERVIEW

COMMUNITY GROUP: NEILSTON DEVELOPMENT TRUST

DEVELOPER: CARBON FREE DEVELOPMENTS

DEVELOPMENT NAME: NEILSTON COMMUNITY WIND FARM

YEAR OF COMMISSION: 2013

SIZE: 10MW (4 TURBINES)

•

Neilston Community Wind Farm is a partnership between Neilston

Development Trust (NDT) and Carbon Free Developments.

• The two partners form a Limited Liability Partnership, and this joint 

venture vehicle owns the £15.6m Neilston Community Windfarm.

• Following attainment of planning consent, Carbon Free offered NDT the 

right -with no obligation- to contribute up to 49.9% of project costs, 

including a pro-rata share of development costs.



Case Study - Neilston Joint Venture 

Wind Farm



Case Study – Stewart Energy 

Shared Ownership

• Farm business received support from 

CARES to carry out the pre-planning work 

necessary to achieve planning for the 

Marshill Turbine.

• During this process, Lesmahagow 

Development Trust (LDT) were identified 

as the most suitable recipient of the 

community benefit payment

• LDT were also offered the opportunity to 

invest in the Marshill Turbine and become 

a joint owner, increasing the benefit to the 

local area.

• The 3.9MW wind project is 75% owned by 

Stewart Energy as a rural business and 

25% owned by LDT as the local community



Case Study – Stewart Energy 

Shared Ownership

Benefits

• LDT now have annual six figure income for the next 

20 years from their MW payment and dividends as 

part owners of the turbines. 

• Income has allowed the community to buy some new 

allotments. Their future plans include youth training 

schemes, buying shops to provide local 

services/employment, sports facilities and the buying 

and letting of local properties to help provide 

affordable social housing. 

• There are also plans to set up other businesses in 

the area which will help employ more local people 

There are far more local benefits due to the £10k per 

MW community benefit and the income from the 

investment.



Case Study – Local Energy Systems



Contact us

www.localenergyscotland.org

0808 808 2288

@localenergysco

☎



info@localenergyscotland.org
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