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Throughout 2016, 194 countries have acceded to the 
Paris Agreement, which brings the world together 
around the common goal that the global temperature 
cannot rise by more than two degrees and preferably by 
no more than one-and-a-half degrees. Unfortunately, 
this goal was only highlighted by the fact that 2016 was 
the warmest year on record since 1880 – just like the 
year before, and the year before that.

Therefore it is a huge task we have before us, to slow 
global warming through a massive green transition. This 
is a transformation that the world’s cities are 
increasingly taking on. This became very clear at this 
year’s UN climate conference. I participated because, as 
Mayor and President of Gate 21, I had been elected as 
Climate Ambassador on behalf of the 1.700 cities in the 

Climate Alliance and was therefore asked to inspire 
other local leaders to ambitiously pursue the green 
transition. More than 7.000 cities have joined the Global 
Covenant of Mayors, launching CO2 reduction programs 
and climate adaptation to counter the impact of climate 
change. Every day local decisions are being made on 
large budgets and investments in energy supply, energy 
efficiency and climate adaptation.

But the green transition is not just a necessity for the 
planet – it’s the future we have to live with. This has long 
been recognised by companies and research, with global 
investments moving from the black to the green 
economy. Here Denmark is in a unique position of 
strength to reap the rewards of many years of green 
ambition and results.

The UN and the EU, as well as an increasing number of 
companies, have asserted that circular economies also 
have resources to reach further and that this can, at the 
same time, contribute to improved competitiveness and 
innovation. Gate 21 chose to establish a crosscutting 
program in 2016 that will help its group of partners to 
enjoy the potential of a more circular economy. For 
example, the Sustainable Bottom Line project should 
help 100 businesses to create green business models.

In early summer, Gate 21 hosted an international Smart 
City conference, Greater Copenhagen Smart Solutions, 
together with Frederikssund, Copenhagen and 
Albertslund municipalities, with participants from 26 
countries who came to see the smart green solutions we 
have to offer. 346 national and international decision 
makers in both the public and private sectors 
participated. The conference was the result of a 
groundbreaking, crosscutting, public-private partnership 
that set the stage for an innovation platform that 
tested and implemented the latest Smart City solutions 
in Living Labs. The conference won the Initiative Prize at 
the Copenhagen Congress and Event Awards in April 
2017.

In 2016 Gate 21 earned 35.64 million Danish kroner in 
revenue, an increase of 22 percent from 2015. The profit 
was 304,158 Danish kroner. Gate 21’s equity amounts to 
2.15 million Danish kroner at the beginning of 2017. Gate 
21 has now developed more than 80 projects totalling 
more than 600 million Danish kroner and strengthened 
efforts to create value for its partners.

Gate 21 has become a central partner and cluster 
organisation for green transition and green growth in 
just a few years. It commits. Therefore, in 2016, we 
looked inward to strengthen our procedures, systems 
and transparency with an ambition to achieve gold 
certification as a cluster organisation. This was achieved. 
The evaluation concluded that Gate 21 is one of Europe’s 
leading clusters for demand-driven innovation. In other 
words, we are skilled in creating new solutions based on 
local demand. We are proud of this result.

With an expanded and even stronger partner group, a 
strong foundation among green business promoters in 
Greater Copenhagen and a strong, transparent 
organisation, Gate 21 is ready to create even more 
tangible results that will help make our city the world 
leader in green transition and growth. ■

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
STEEN CHRISTIANSEN

Gate 21’s vision is to make Greater Copenhagen the world’s leading region 
for green transition and growth. We got a little closer to that goal when we 
merged with Energy Cluster Zealand this summer. We have therefore warmly 
welcomed a large new group of partners, which cover Region Zealand and 
Faxe, Guldborgsund, Holbæk, Kalundborg, Køge, Lejre, Lolland, Næstved, 
Odsherred, Ringsted, Slagelse, Stevns and Vordingborg municipalities. We are 
very pleased with this strengthened cooperation.
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Gate 21’s strategy
Gate 21’s vision is to make Greater Copenhagen the 
leading region in the world for green transition and 
growth. The strategy is based on using the demands of 
regions and municipalities to develop, demonstrate and 
disseminate new energy and resource-efficient solutions 
in the climate and energy field in close cooperation with 
companies and knowledge institutions.

In order to strengthen the green business promotion 
effort across Greater Copenhagen, Gate 21 merged with 
the Energy Cluster Zealand in 2016 and now stands as a 

strong green business promoter in the Danish part of 
Greater Copenhagen. Gate 21 also decided to open an 
office at Holeby in Lolland to help strengthen the efforts 
of the partners in southern part of Greater Copenhagen. 
The office will open in the first half of 2017.

Cooperation with Skåne frontrunners in the green 
transition has also been strengthened through joint 
Greater Copenhagen projects, including Lighting 
Metropolis, Cleantech TIPP, ITS Mobility and the project 
on Future Intelligent Energy and Resource Systems.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Annual revenue
(in Danish kroner)

Composition of revenues

Total revenue: 35,643,188 Danish kroner

Development in Gate 21’s budget
In 2016 Gate 21 earned 35.64 million Danish kroner in 
revenue, an increase of 22 percent from 2015. The profit 
was 304,158 Danish kroner. Gate 21’s equity amounts to 
2.15 million Danish kroner at the beginning of 2017. 

Development in Gate 21’s program activities
Once again, positive steps have been made in the 
development of new projects. And Gate 21 has achieved 
strong results through the projects, showing new, 
concrete pathways for the green transition. In 2016, 
Gate 21 has further strengthened its program 
development and launched a number of new green 
transition projects in Greater Copenhagen, in 
cooperation with the Capital Region and Region 
Zealand. These include Moving People, Energi På Tværs 2 
and Grøn Kollektiv Varme (Energy Conversion), as well 
as Klar til Smart Vækst (Smart City), all of which 
constitute key turning points for the green transition in 
Greater Copenhagen.

Gate 21 has now developed more than 80 projects for a 
total value of more than 600 million Danish kroner and 
strengthened efforts to create value for its partners. For 
every øre (one hundred øre add up to one Danish krone) 
Gate 21 has received in a partner contingent, projects in 
green transition and growth have been created to the 
value of 18 kroner. In parallel, the secretariat has 
strengthened its efforts to document the project results 
systematically, for example, in the form of CO2 savings 
and concrete business promotion results. Gate 21 has 
initiated more initiatives in 2016 regarding the 
establishment of Living Labs, where municipalities and 
regions make themselves available as demonstrators for 
new smart solutions that contribute to green change 
and growth. In 2016, this led to a new Living Lab for 
climate adaptation and a pre-project for a Living Lab for 
traffic noise abatement (Silent City), and the Smart 
City World Labs project which will help Danish 
companies to export green solutions to Asia through a 
Living Lab collaboration with Singapore.
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Number of partners 
and members

Anchoring in the partner group
Gate 21 is the place where municipalities and regions can 
test and develop new ideas and solutions for business, 
employees, managers and citizens – and at the same 
time help prevent climate change, push green transition 
and strengthen green growth.

Once again this has meant access to new partners and 
members this year. At the end of the year there were a 
total of 92 partners and members in the association. We 
therefore welcome our new partner Region Zealand. We 
also welcome Bornholm, Faxe, Guldborgsund, Holbæk, 
Hvidovre, Kalundborg, Køge, Lejre, Lolland, Næstved, 
Odsherred, Ringsted, Slagelse, Stevns and Vordingborg 
municipalities.

Gate 21 now has a total of 41 partner and member 
municipalities and has thus achieved a strong base in 85 
percent of the municipalities in the Capital Region and 
Region Zealand.

On the business side, we have also welcomed a number 
of new business partners, including the Zealand Energy 
Service, Frederiksberg Supply, Implement Consulting 
Group, KARA/NOVEREN, Next, Nobina Denmark, 
SEAS-NVE, Danish Technological Institute and Zupelux.

A full overview of all partners and members is available 
on page 8-10.

A detailed rundown of Gate 21’s accounts can be 
obtained on request at trine.kromann@gate21.dk ■
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Gate 21 have created more than 80 green projects with 

a total value of more than 600 million Danish kroner
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PARTNERS 2016
MUNICIPALITIES, REGIONS OG PUBLIC PARTNERS

Ishøj Kommune

ALLERØD KOMMUNE

BRØNDBY KOMMUNE

BUSINESSES

KNOWLEDGE AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
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